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BOARD OF TRUSTEES

By Nik Proehl, BECHS Board Chair

| hope this message finds you all in good spirits and health. As
Chair of the Board of Trustees, I'm excited to share with you the
recent developments and future plans that are shaping the direction
of our beloved Society.

First, I'd like to announce that we have openings on our Board and
we are actively seeking applicants who are passionate about our
county's history and the Blue Earth County Historical Society. Your
expertise and enthusiasm can greatly contribute to our mission. We
welcome diverse perspectives and skills, so please consider applying
or encouraging socmeone you know who may be interested.

| am also thrilled to extend a personal invitation for our Annual
Meeting on March 2, 2024. It will be a wonderful opportunity to come
together, discuss our progress, share ideas, and envision our future.
Your participation and input are invaluable to us.

Regarding our BOLD Cam paign, we've made significant strides,
particularly with the controlled burn and demolition of the "parking lot
house." This step was crucial in paving the way for our upcoming
parking lot renovation in 2024 (pun intended). This renovation is not
just about improving aesthetics; it's about enhancing accessibility and
functionality for all our visitors. Therefore, setting the stage for a more
inclusive and inviting History Center.

The parking lot renovation is merely the first step in a much larger
vision. We are committed to expanding our reach, enriching our
exhibits, and providing more engaging educational programs. These
efforts aim to deepen our connection with the county and ensure that
our history is preserved and celebrated for generations to come.

Thank you for your continued support and dedication to the Blue
Earth County Historical Society. Together, we are making a
meaningful impact on preserving our rich heritage and strengthening
our community,

Join the BECHS Board

The Blue Earth County Historical
Society is currently seeking candidates
to fill open seats on the Board of
Trustees beginning March 2024, The
Board of Trustees is the governing body
which provides insight and direction for
growth of the nonprofit organization.

The Board is currently seeking Blue
Earth County individuals with strengths
and skills in finance, fundraising, legal,
facility management and human
resources. The Board is seeking
candidates from greater Blue Earth
County. Applications will be accepted
until February 2. Details at
BlueEarthGountyHistory.com/About
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DIRECTOR’S NOTES

By Jessica Potter, Executive Director

Happy 2024! As you may have already heard
and will read throughout this issue, we kicked off
the new year with a History Center refresh. The
floors were waxed, carpets cleaned and a lot of
furniture moved. The Gift Shop and Marian
Anderson Art Gallery now has a boutique feel. New
products will be added this year to give you yet
another reason to visit.

The Museum has undergone the biggest
change. The Front Street exhibit has been
disassembled with parts, including the diorama,
relocated to the main level near the Gift Shop. The
new exhibit is called Greetings from Blue Earth
County’s Main Streets. Shelley will share details on
page 9 including the news of what is coming next.

A few more updates for 2024 include new emalil
addresses for staff (see page 15). Also, admission
to the History Center and Hubbard House will
bump up to $10 for adults and $5 for children 5-17.
A new admission level of Senior (65+) will be $8. As
always, BECHS members and children under 5 will
be free. This change will go in to effect on March 1.

Of course, the biggest update to come in 2024
is the parking lot and exterior enhancements. To
say that I'm excited is an understatement. Besides
the actual new parking lot surface, we are very
excited about exterior lights. On these dark winter
days, it will be so nice to have a bright and safe
parking lot when leaving and for those attending

T evening
| programs. The
l.. constructlon

2 ! ’j’», i, | tracker at the
. " '4“1,3‘ ’ : History Center is
titled “The
Power of One”
because every
single person is
making a difference in this race to $200,000 by
April 1, 2024. Thank you to those of you who have
already supported the parking lot project with your
financial gift and/or by purchasing a brick. We are
currently at 23% of the goal; only $145,000 to go.
BOLD Vision, BOLD Step, BOLD History Heroes!

"The Paower of One campaign tracker at the
History Center. Each person = $250 and each
gem = 1 commemorative brick,

VOLUNTEERS MAKE HISTORY

Volunteers are truly the lifeblood of the Blue Earth
County Historical Society. There is no aspect of
work done at the History Center or Hubbard House
that doesn’t involve volunteers. THANK YOU
BECHS Volunteers for all you dol!

NEW VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Newspaper Clipper

Seeking individual to clip the area newspapers for
articles related to Blue Earth County. Newspapers
and training will be provided. Time commitment:
About two hours a week. Gan be done at home or
in the Research Center.

Rental Host

As needed after-hours History Center Meeting
Room Rental Host to greet and assist renters, stay
on-site during the rental and lock-up when done.
Typically, one after-hours rental per month. Time
and day of the week vary.

Tour Guide

Seeking individuals to lead group tours at the
History Center and Hubbard House. Volunteers
can specify student and/or adult tours and
preferred site, if any. Tour guide training in April.

Committees

Each BECHS Committee is made up of Staff,

Board members and volunteers. Each committes is

guided by the 2024 Strategic Work Plan. Here are

committees seeking mem bers:

o Facilities—long-term facility planning.

o Finance—financial oversight of organization.

e Development—annual fundraising strategies.

e Marketing—annual communication and
marketing plans to raise awareness and
visibility.

e Programs & Events—plan and execute
programs and special events to promote and
benefit BECHS.

Training is provided and schedules are flexible for
all opportunities. If you are interested in these
opportunities or volunteering in general, please

contact Heather or sign-up at
BlueEarthCountyHistory.com/Volunteer



NEW & NOTEWORTHY

BECHS ANNUAL
MEMBER’S MEETING

Calling all BECHS Members to
join the Board of Trustees on
Saturday, March 2, at 1 p.m.
for the 2023 Annual Member's
Meeting. The business meeting
features the 2023 State-of-the-
Society report from the Board
and Staff, election of new
Board members and a look
ahead at 2024 projects and
activities. The meeting will be
held at Blue Earth County
History Center. Self-guided
tours of the building and new
exhibits will follow the business
meeting. The Annual Meeting
and tour are free and open to
BECHS members. Not a
member? Join today and
attend the meeting. Please
RSVP to 507-345-5566 or
Heather by February 28.

KIDS STUFF NEEDS YOU
BECHS Staff
is currently
on the hunt
for toys to
feature in the
upcoming exhibit Kid's Stuff
opening March 1, 2024,
Nostalgic childhood treasures
that have shaped generations of
children’s lives will be
showcased and you can help.
The BECHS collection is lacking
recent toys from the 1960s
through 2000s, because let’s
face it, in our minds our stuff
cannot possibly be historic.
Whether it's Star Wars, Gl Joe,
Barbie or Strawberry Shortcake,
you are invited to lend your
cherished toys and memories.
This will help to transform the
exhibit into a delightful journey
through the history of play.

AUTHOR SERIES

Join us monthly at the History
Center for a featured
Minnesota author talk. Books
will be available for purchase.
Admission is $10 for adults, $5
children, free for BECHS

mem bers and children under 5.

JASON LEE WILLIS

Tall Tales of Le Sueur
Tuesday, February 20, 6 p.m.

Jason Willis,
local author and
former Maple
River High
School English
teacher, will talk X
about his A
children’s book Talf Tales of
LeSueur. The book brings to
life Pierre Charles Le Sueur
through some of the tall tales
that have been written about
him throughout history.
According to Willis, he is “a
storyteller at heart and not a
historian. That said, | do have
oodles of fun tidbits.”

Willis grew up in South
Dakota and currently lives in
Southern Minnesota, where he
lives the life of a hobbit by
gardening, writing, walking
around barefoot, wearing vests,
fishing, and going on
adventures with his wife Julie.

RACHAEL HANEL

Not the Camilla We Knew
Saturday, March 30, 1 p.m.

Rachael Hanel, local author
and professor will talk about
her book Not the Camilla We
Knew on at the History Center.

The 2022 nonfiction book
“delves into the life of Camilla
Hall, who was raised in rural
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Minnesota by
religious parents
and died at 29 in
a 1974 shoot-
out between
mem bers of the
Symbionese
Liberation Army,
the radical group
that kidnapped Patty Hearst,
and the Los Angeles police.”
Hanel lives and writes just
outside of Mankato. She is a
former newspaper reporter and
copy editor and teaches
Creative Writing at Minnesota
State University, Mankato. She
is the author of more than 20
nonfiction books for children
and two adult nonfiction books.

Rachael 1lanel

JULIE JO LARSON
100 Things to Do in

Minnesota Before You Die
Saturday, April 20, 1 p.m.

Julie Jo Larson, Minnesota
author, will share highlights
from each section of her newest
book 100 Things to Do in
Minnesota
Before You Die.
Larson
encourages
readers to
use the book
“as a bucket list,
guidebook, or
cure for cabin
fever. Grab a
friend or two, a copy of this
book, and experience four
seasons of great adventures
where the journey is as
meaningful as the destination.”

Larson is an author,
storycatcher, MsStorian,
speaker and a licensed social
worker in Northern Minnesota.

THINGS T0 DO IN

MINNESOTA

BEFOREYOU
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By Isaiah Janz

Imagine it is a warm summer weekend evening.
The week was filled with hard work, but now it's
time for some entertainment at Mankato’s premium
musical venues. Downtown Mankato is buzzing
with people and the sounds of bands performing,
wafting out of the different venues as people walk
by. Admission into these theaters is only thirty-five
cents to be entertained by silent films
accompanied by local bands. Or you could pop
into a Vaudeville show put on by local musical
families.

This was the scene of Mankato's silent and
Vaudeville theaters towards the end of the 19th
and the start of the 20th centuries. Some theaters
were more elegant than others, but they all had the
same purpose of entertaining Mankato's citizens.
The theaters, the individuals behind such theaters
and the people who enhanced their musical
careers in these venues are deserving of having
their stories told. Therefore, it is most appropriate
to start with one of Mankato’s earliest theaters,
Harmonia Hall.

Harmonia Hall was built in 1872 by the German
immigrant Harmonia Society. Harmonia Hall was
constructed on a vacant lot between Hickory and
Walnut Streets in downtown Mankato. It was built
over a period of about two years and dedicated on
Christmas Day, 1872. The local Mankato
newspaper, The Review, reported a large turnout

Henry Udelhafen on frombone (fér nght) peorming at the Grand Theater, ¢. 1930

of patrons for the event with the Harmonia Society,
collecting around $700 dollars in profit. Clearly,
Mankato had an appetite for music. Even though
Harmonia Hall would later burn down in 1882, this
wouldn’t stop the rise of musical bands and
venues throughout Mankato.

The Mankato Theater opened immediately after
the destruction of the old Harmonia Hall, on the
same site, in 1883. It was constructed by Clarence
Saulpaugh, whose family had recently arrived in
town from Rock Island, lllincis. Saulpaugh
managed the theater for a few years before
eventually turning management over to Charles
Griebel. The Saulpaugh family then opened the
Saulpaugh Hotel in 1888 and management of the
hotel become Clarence’s full-time job. The
Mankato Theater was later renamed the Orpheum
Theater in the late 1920’s and closed in 1928 due
to mounting financial problems.

The Grand Theater opened in 1913, Kicking off
a wave of theater-going crowds that were intensely
interested in “seeing a show.” The Grand Theater
was operated by Harry French, who had originally
worked at the Wonderland Theater. Later French
become the founding manager of the Minnesota
Amusement Com pany. The company eventually
purchased the Orpheum Theater and the Town
Theater; making the entertainment company quite
the area juggernaut with the number of theaters
they owned.



Harmonia Hall was the type of music venue for
more formal performances, with a proper stage
and band that could accompany theatrical acts.
However, around the turn of the 20th century
Vaudeville shows became increasingly popular.
The arrival of silent films in 1913 to Mankato
theaters was ushered in by the opening of the
Grand Theater. This only added to the live music
scene in Mankato. This new entertainment helped
other local theaters like the Mankato Theater and
the newly opened Sandon Theater (later State
Theater), attract large crowds of people on a
regular basis.

Musicians could ask to “sit in” during a silent
film showing and play a musical soundtrack to the
moving pictures on screen. These bands usually
consisted of four to seven people, though if a lot of
musicians asked to “sit in”, it could swell to as
many as fifteen. These bands became known as
“pit bands,” named after the area of the stage
where they played known as “the pit.”

Some theaters, like the Sandon Theater, had
their own in-house bands that played exclusively
for them. The namesake of the Sandon Theater,
the Sandon Brothers, was a well-known musical
family who arrived in town from Jackson,
Minnesota in 1912. The four Sandon brothers put
on Vaudeville shows and took over operation of the
Wonderland Theater {opened in 1908) for a couple
of years immediately after their arrival in Mankato.
The Wonderland Theater burned down, after which
the Sandon brothers built their own namesake
theater in 1914.

The Sandon and Grand theaters were
particularly influential in introducing silent films to
Mankato and began the transition from straight
Vaudeville shows to a weekly mix of both silent film
showings during the week and Vaudeville
performances on weekends. Eventually, the
Sandon brothers sold their theater to Harry French
and his business associate Troy Himmelman in
1921. The new owners renamed the building the
State Theater.

It was this era, from 1913 to the late 1920’s,
that was the “high point” for small theatrical band
performances in Mankato. Some of the theaters
like the Sandon didn’t have any restrooms and
used kitchen chairs for theater seating. One
manager of the Sandon recalled that “the patrons
regarded the movies as always good. In fact, the
only measure of a good show was if the picture
moved and the faster it moved the better.” The
spectacle of just seeing moving pictures,

accompanied by good music, was enough to make
Mankato's theaters a roaring success. However, it
would be these same moving pictures that would
lead to some theaters’ downfall, along with the job
opportunities for the musicians they employed.

In the late 1920’s, movies with sound (known as
“talkies”) began to appear. This led to a declining
popularity for both silent movie theaters and
Vaudeville shows (though Vaudeville performances
didn’t disappear completely at this point). This
resulted in a drastic reduction in job opportunities
for local musicians, with theaters cutting positions.
Some theaters themselves went under, like the
previously mentioned Orpheum Theater.
Furthermore, the effects of the Great Depression
also exacerbated the negative financial situation
that both area theaters and musicians found
themselves in.

But not all was bleak for area musicians, at
least not for those who got creative with their
musical talents and put those talents to good use.
One of the Sandon brothers, known as R.C. “Cash”
Sandon, did exactly that. He used his musical
inclination to keep both himself and his family
afloat during and after Mankato’s “golden era” of
theaters. Sandon opened a music store with
business partner O.M. Anderson, dubbed the
“Sandon-Anderson Music Co.” Since its inception
in 1922, the Sandon-Anderson music store worked
to promote the development of local area bands,
particularly by encouraging young people to pick
up an instrument. This culminated in its
sponsorship of an area band in 1923. Later Sandon
used both his experience running two different
theaters and his enthusiasm to get young people
involved with music to create a successful post-
theater career for himself as a high school music
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instructor. Sandon and his children also traveled
on the road in the 1930’s playing for county fairs.
As Sandon exemplifies, there were still
opportunities for musicians to be successful even
after the theaters closed and Vaudeville declined.

Even though most of Mankato’s theaters would
close by the late 1920’s, the theaters and the
musical components that accom panied such
venues had far reaching effects with the lifelong
love of music. R.C. “Cash” Sandon was able to
create a successful musical career for himself and
this love of all things musical extended to his niece,
Frances Beneta “Bunny” Just. She got her first
taste of music with a piano lesson at the age of
three. At the age of twelve she started playing at
her uncle’'s Sandon Theater, where she
occasionally filled-in for the regular pianist. Just
also began to
perform for local
concerts and
events, eventually
playing for a range
of fairs, church
functions, rodeos,
and more. She
performed not just
in Mankato, but in
at least five
different states.

In the early
1950s, she bhecame
| involved with the
KYSM radio show,

playing the music
that was a core
feature of the
program. Later in
her life, Just began working with disabled people in
the Mankato area by playing music for the patients
and teaching them how to dance. Even though
Just had taught hundreds of students to play the
piano over her lifetime, she wanted to make sure
that hundreds more would have the opportunity to
learn long after she was gone. Therefore, one of
her final acts of humanitarian kindness, Just began
the “Bunny Just Piano Festival’ at Minnesota State
University, Mankato in 1996. The festival provides
a training opportunity for young pianists to learn
from expert piano masters from across the
country. Just passed away in 2004, after which her
estate created an endowment to fund the Bunny
Just Piano Festival for the next one hundred years.

Frances Beneta "Bunmy” Just, c. 19505

Just was an extraordinarily kind person, whose
connection to Mankato’s silent and Vaudeville
theaters early in her life, combined with her
passion for piano, served as a launching pad for
her widely successful musical career in Mankato.
She inspired countless others to pursue their own
musical ambitions.

Bunny Just wasn’t the only Mankatoan who
started their musical career in Mankato's theaters.
Henrich {though mostly called Henry, Henri, or
Heine) Udelhofen was another individual who had
quite the musical career, thanks in part to his
participation with several local Vaudeville and
silent film theaters. Udelhofen was born in 1891 to
a Mankato family that wasn’t particularly interested
in music. It came as a surprise to his family when
he became interested first in the violin and then
the trombone in his early childhood. Udelhofen
joined Mankato’s theater scene in 1908 at the age
of 18, when he and a friend auditioned for the pit
orchestra at one of Mankato’s theaters. He
eventually played in the pit band at the State
Theater, as well as “strengthening” traveling bands
that stopped at the Mankato Opera House.
Udelhofen also began to get some experience with
conducting some of these pit bands,
foreshadowing his eventual musical hallmark.

While Udelhofen was playlng in the theater pit

bands,
George
Schwickert :
founded the s
Mankato
Elks Band
around
1920. The
Elks Band
at that pomt
consisted
mostly of
violins and played at Elks Club Lodge meetings.
The Elks Band’s first director was William Sandon
(from the same family who owned the Sandon
Theater); however, it would be Udelhofen who
would ultimately receive the most credit for turning
the relatively small Elks Band into the local
juggernaut that it would become. Udelhofen
joined the Elks Band in 1922, the year the Elks
Band played at the National Elks Convention in
Atlantic City, New Jersey. He continued to play for
local Mankato theaters and the Elks Band for the
next eleven years. In 1933, Udelhofen was elected
the new band director for the Elks, kicking off a 40

Elk’s Band marching in Mankato parade, 1925,



-year career for him. Under his leadership, the Elks
Band expanded to 30 members, eventually
reaching a high point of 42 members by the mid-
1950's. The Elks Band also began to march in
parades and other local events, winning fifteen
state marching band championships. Udelhofen
directed the Elks Band for some 40 years,
excluding a 5-year stint in the mid-1960's when
Henry “retired,” only to pick up the directors' baton
again until 1973, when he finally retired for good.

He operated “Udelhofen and Sons Music
Store” with his two children from 1933-1969. In
addition, Udelhofen directed the Loyola Band, St.
Ceclia’s Choir at Saints Peter and Paul Catholic
Church and the Madison Lake, Eagle Lake, St.
Clair and Elysian city bands. Though Udelhofen
passed away in 1921, the Elks Band lives on as the
Mankato Area Community Band. In a similar
fashion to Bunny Just, Henry Udelhofen made a
huge impact on Mankato’s musical scene
throughout the decades. He helped to inspire
generations of musicians through his hard work
and persistence. Udelhofen truly earned the title
“Mankato’s Music Man.”

As showcased, Mankato had a wealth of
theaters and musicians. The theaters played an
integral role in the social fabric of Mankato by
shaping the local musical scene for decades. The
local theaters left their mark through the legacy
carried on by those they inspired like Bunny Just
and Henry Udelhofen. Mankato has every right to
be called a “musical city,” which is something that
was true one hundred years ago and still holds true
today.

SOURGES
o BECHS Vertical Files and Archives

About the Author: Isaiah Janz was a BECHS
Spring 2023 Intern studying History at Minnesota
State University, Mankato.

LOCAL HISTORY PODCAST

Explore the history that
surrounds us!

New episodes air Saturdays at 11:05
a.m.on KTOE AM 1420/102.7 FM.
You can find all previous episodes on
our website at

BlueEarthCountyHistory.com/Podcast

MEMBERS MATTER

Member dues support BECHS programs, facilities,
exhibits and preservation of Blue Earth County’s
past for future generations. In exchange for

mem ber support, enjoy a variety of benefits for
BECHS members-only. Thank you!

WELCOME NEW BECHS MEMBERS
November 1, 2023 - January 15, 2024

Becky Anderson
Paul and Kathryn Durenberger
Edward Inch and Belen Fernandez
David and Darby Marsh
Eric Steinmetz
Elizabeth Westphal

BECHS Member Benefits

e Free admission to the History Center, R.D.
Hubbard House and Research Center for one
year, plus free or reduced admission to most
BECHS events.

e The Historian, quarterly publication.

e 10% off most items in the Gift Shop and Marian
Anderson Art Gallery, in store and online.

e  One 30-minute Research Center search by Staff,
a $15 value.

e Annual Member’s State-of-the Society meeting.

Blue Earth County Historical Society

ANNUAL MEETING

Saturday, March 2 at 1:00 p.m.
Blue Earth County History Center

Annual Member State-of-the-Society
Meeting followed by History Center tours

Registration is required to attend.
Please RSVP by February 28
to 507-345-5566 or
Museum@BlueEarthCountyHistory.com




COLLECTIONS AND EXHIBITS

By Shelley Harrison, Collections Manager

Big changes have been happening to the
History Center’'s exhibit spaces! First, we are
pleased to present our newest exhibit on the main
level called Greetings from Blue Earth County’s
Main Streets. Every city, town and hamlet in Blue
Earth County has a “main” business street. It was a
crossroads, marketplace and town center.
Especially for small towns, it served as the focal
point for commerce, business, social gatherings,
and community engagement. But they are not all
named “Main”. In Mankato, the main business
street was named Front Street. It's hamed Judson
Fort Road in Judson and Parkway Avenue in Eagle
Lake. Greetings from Blue Earth County’s Main
Streets is a celebration of the places, people, and
stories that make main street so special.

A highlight of the exhibit is the diorama “Old
Mankato Lives Again”. This 12-foot model HO
scale of Mankato's main street named Front Strest
depicts life between1865 to 1895. It was built and
donated by Orville and Mary Ann Jensen, Paul
Hadley, and E. Winston Grundmeier. The colorfully
painted buildings, Minnesota River and even the
riverboat landing represent their original locations
in Mankato at one time or another between the
1860s through the 1890s. However, they did not all
exist at the same time as the dicrama depicts. The

__diorama was
recently
" relocated

the main
level with the

great
volunteers. It
was fun to
examine all
the details
during the careful cleaning once it was moved.
Second, we've expanded our community art
gallery spaces to include the second-floor hallway.
The current two featured artists are Josh Guth and
Randy Wood, both with a passion for photography.
Third, we are also refreshing the Museum.
Some of the displays are being updated with new
artifacts. Other displays will be moved to tell new
stories, such as the upcoming exhibit Kid’'s Stuff:

Great Toys from Our Childhood, opening March 1.
More than 100 of the best-loved and most fondly
remembered toys of the 19th and 20th centuries
will be featured in the exhibit including Mr. Potato
Head, Fisher Price Little People, rocking horses
and play kitchens. Revisit the great toys of your
childhood in this cool new exhibit coming soon.

Until then, check out the Discovery Lab which
has moved to the barn. This new space remains a
hands-on
history
spot,
which is
sure to
delight
and
engage
children of
all ages.
The former
Discovery
Lab space
will take
oh a whole new look in the months to come, bhut
that’s a little secret for now (intrigued aren’t you).

| personally invite you to visit the History Center
to see all the fabulous work that's been done so far
to update and refresh our exhibit spaces.

Brendan Hammers enjoving the new Discovery Lab,

BLUE EARTH ) HISTORICAL
COUNTY {_SOCIETY

KID’S STUFF
TOY EXHIBIT AT THE

HISTORY CENTER

OPENING
MARCH1, 2024

~




GIFT SHOP & ART GALLERY ~ NEW ART EXHIBITS

By Heather Harren,
Communication/Events Manager

Over winter break the Gift Shop and Marian
Anderson Art Gallery were refreshed. It could just
be me, but the space seems bigger. Stop by and
let us know what you think and if you have ideas
for new products we should offer.

With this shop refresh, we are also taking an
opportunity to refresh our inventory. Many items in
store are now on sale for 50% off. These limited
quantity items are marked with a green tag and on
sale until they're gone. Some of the sale items
include St. John's Bible Folios (sale price $20),
BECHS tote bag (sale price $5) and many other
items.

Not included in the sale, but great for these
cold winter days are the many items available year-
round. Enjoy learning more about local history
through The Blue Earth County Historian volumes 1
- 3 ($14.95 each). Send notes with a Marian
Anderson note card pack ($7.50/pack) or try a new
recipe with a new cookbook! We look forward to
seeing you soon.

Book Your Next Special Event, Meeting
or Gathering with BECHS

The Blue Earth County History
Center meeting rooms and the

e Hubbard House Grounds have a
Al number of rental options perfect
for your next gathering.

Visit BlueEarthCountyHistory.com/Rentals
for more information and rates.
Contact the History Center for availability.
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The History Center will now host two community
artists each quarter with exhibition space on each
floor. Both exhibits are free and open to the public
until March 31, 2024,

Liz
by Josh Guth
A Photography Exhibition

“Liz is a photo
collaboration by myself and
wife, Liz Burnett-Guth. While
photographing Liz, | draw
inspiration from music and
musicians such as Fleetwood
Mac, Volbeat, Meat Loaf, ~
Halestorm, and many others. Liz’s understandlng
of emotions depicted in the lyrics and ability to
match my vision helps strengthen the narrative in
each image. | use dark and evocative imagery to
tell stories of my own emotions and mental state;
simultaneously, the imagery reminds me of songs
used to escape the negative thoughts that
consume me. | have been told my music taste is
depressing, yet there is so much beauty to be
found in the lyrics and instrumentals. I've set out to
show that same beauty with this narrative of
imagery.” The 13 piece exhibit is on display in the
History Center mesting rooms.

A Passing: The Vanishing Family Farm
By Randy Wood
A Photography Exhibition

A Passing: The
Vanishing Family
Farm captures the
loss of small family
farms as they
disappear from our B
landscape.
Randy’s K
photographs catch [
a glance at the
once vibrant, but now vanishing rural life. The 21
piece exhibit is on displayed in the History Center
2nd floor hallway.

SPRING FEATURED ARTISTS:
Rochelle Koberoski - Printwork
Kyle Seys - Photography




AMERICAN LEGION COMMANDERS ONLINE COLLECTION

By Bri Krumwiede, Archivist

The Research Center houses a collection of
portrait photographs of American Legion Lorentz
Post 11 Commanders. These images have been
scanned and uploaded online along with a brief
history of each commander. Explore this online
collection and read stories about each commander
including the first commander, WWI and WWI|
veteran Frank E. Morse.

Morse was born and
raised on his family’s
farm in Mankato
Township. He attended
school in Tivoli and
graduated from Mankato
High School before
attending Carleton
College and the
University of Minnesota
Law School. He was
admitted to the State Bar
in 1915.

He returned to
Mankato and began
working for S.B. Wilson
before establishing his own practice in 1917,
shortly before enlisting in the military. He then
served in WWI until the end of the war, at which
time, he returned to Mankato and continued
practicing law.

Morse helped organize American Legion
Lorentz Post 11 and was its first commander in
1919. He later served as State Commander from
1938-1939, as well as State Chairman of the
Legion Child Welfare Committee.

Morse grew his career in law and served as
Blue Earth County Attorney from 1923-1931.
During this time, he handled 3,192 cases and
obtained 2,823 convictions. He also served as a
Judge of Probate and Juvenile Court, and
remained a Reserve Officer until he was called to
active duty again in 1942,

During WWII, Morse was the Chairman of the
Mankato Civilian Defense Council and a
Government Appeal Agent for Selective Service
Board No. 2. Morse spent time in Germany during
the war and remained there for three years after,
where he served as a Judge and Defense Attorney
with the Nuremberg Trials. He was honorably
discharged in 1949,

Frank E. Marse, 1919

n

In addition to his military service and legal
career, Morse was also involved in the community
as a Boy Scouts Scoutmaster and member of
Independent Order of Odd Fellows and Masonic
Lodge. He died in 1972.

View the collection online at mncollections.org
under “Blue Earth County Historical Society —
Archival Collections”. This project was possible
thanks to the hard work of Aidan Ellickson who
was one of our Fall 2023 interns from Minnesota
State University, Mankato.
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""" in Memory of Dr. William E. Lass
Penny Banwart
Katherine Hughes
Barbara Larson
Tim Solie

LR
.

in Memory of Shirley Fitzloff
Peter DeMars
Judith Halberg
Terri Losffler
Katherine Loge
Tony and Pat Staloch
Joyce Weibusch

in Memory of Roger Norland
John and Leslie Madison
Barbara McCabe
Merri Jo Miller
Gail Norland
Beverly Norland
Stephen and Wendy Osman

In Memory of Elisabeth Reinke
Diane and Paul Hallgren
Charles and Gayle McGriff
Susan and William Powaell
GCarole Richter
Penny and Jeffery Walton

Thank You for these memorial gifts to the

........
-----

'\ Blue Earth County Historical Society /




THANK YOU BECHS DONORS & SUPPORTERS

November 1, 2023 - January 15, 2024

DONORS

Ron Andersen

Verna Anderson-
Morgan

Sue Baarts

Anita Baerg-Vatndal

Chuck and JO Baliley

Helen Balcome

Penny Banwart

Mankato Place 1, LLC

Dale Benefield™

Bill & Chris Bernhagen

Lindsey Beyer

Noel Van Tol and
Eugene Biewen

Brad Bindig

Darwin Blume

Joel Botten”

Rick and Anita Boyer

Cindy Braam

Dr. Herbert and Mary
Ann Brenden

Bob and Susan Brown

Winnis Buesing

Eleanor Caven

Carol Christianson

David and Carolyn
Clause

Odgen Confer Estate

Betty Cords

Lyle & Cheryl Danberry

Mark and Mary Davis

Don and Lois Davis

Delta Zeta Chapter of
Beta Sigma Phi

Anita Dittrich

John Dorn

Preston & Judy Doyle

Dave Dubke

Duane & Carol Dubke

Brian & Mary Duehring

Delbert & Judy Dunlap

Carrol English™

David & Julie Ewert”

Joe Farnham

Susie Farnsworth

Bill Fasnacht

Doug and Lori Faust

Barbara Fick

Tom & Carol Frederick

Steven Freyberg

Cory Funk

Sandi & Darrell Garlow

Mary Gitter-Zehnder

Harley and Janet Goff

Bruce and Renita
Goodrich

Deborah Goschy

Jane Griffiths

John & Betty Hallman

Marcella Harren

Dave & Michel Haugh

Guy & Patty Havelka

Scott & Janet Hermel

Bernadette and Patrick
Herzog

John Hickman

Frank and Marian
Hodapp

William and JoAnn
Hoehn

Jim and Pat Hoehn

Julie Holtz

Bill and Jane Horton

Corey & Robert Hugg

James Hummer™

Crystal Valley Co-op

Hurd Household

Charles Hustad

Robert lhrig

Edward & Belen Inch

Carol Jackson

Margaret James

Steve and Susan
Jameson™®

Jim and Jane Jans

Mary Ann Jensen

Maurine Johnson

Ellis Jones

Linda Karow

Charles Katzenmeyer

Grace & Richard Keir

Arn and Margaret Kind

Karly Kock

Melinda Kohrt

Jeffrey Kolnick

Peggy Kreber

Gwen Krogwold

John Kunz

Mike Lagerquist™
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Alex Langsjoen

Alan and Becky
Lawrence

Eloise Layman

Valley News Com pany

Kathryn Lerch

Jean and Larry
Lundquist

Fred and Diane Lutz

Gregg and Sue Marg

Thomas Marks

Paula Marti

Renee Mathiason

Mary McComb

Jack and Diann
McGowan

Byron and Karen
McGregor

Tom and Theresa
McLaughlin

Harlan Mehlhop

Minnesota Valley
Federal Credit Union

Daardi Mixon

Rosemary and Marvin
Mock

Norland Financial LLC

Richard and Kristine
Norland

Rebecca Novak

Linda and Jerry
Nussbaumer

Mike Oberle

Robert & Susan Olson

Crystal Olson

C&S Supply Co. Inc

Hilda A Parks

Maureen Pearson

Paula Peterson

Sheryl and Scott
Peterson

Rebecca W. Pierce

Leigh Pomeroy

Jessica Potter

Brad and Teresa Pratt

Nikolas Proehl

Bonnie Reak

Molly Regan

Carol Ries

Dan & Mary Robinson

SPX

MEI - Total Elevator
Solutions

Mark & Kathy Rosen

Barb & Kurt Sabatke

James Sawina

Jill Schauer

Scheels

Deep Valley Book
Festival

Jim Schramm

Richard Schulz

Louis and Rebecca
Schwartzkopf

Nancy Shapiro

Florence Sheppard

Norbert and Lynette
Smith

Evelyn Solo

ISG

Leslie Gene-Hartz
Sprott

Eric Steinmetz

Karen Stevenson

Ann Stewart

Marilyn Sween

Nancy Thurber

Dan & Stacy Tomhave

Virginia Truwe

Harlan Vee

Leo and Judy Voss

Jenny Wagner

Mary Walker

Howard & Mary Ward

Tom & Bridget Weigt

Don & Marti Weisgram

Marnie Werner”

Margo Wheeler

Ken and Pam White

Paul and Rebecca
Wigley

Jerry and Vee M.G.
Williams

Shawn Willy

Randy & Rachel Wood

Randy Zellmer*

Beth Zimmer*

*Monthly Recurring
Donors; Sign-up Today!



BOLD VISION, BOLD STEP, BOLD HISTORY HEROES

Only three months until construction
begins on the new History Center Parking
Lot! This project has been in the works for
a decade and will impact decades to
come. The new parking lot will include:

« Increased parking with eight spots at the
same grade as the main entrance making
the parking lot more accessible.

« Entrance to the parking lot from South
5th Street; currently the only entrance is
off the alley.

« Installation of parking lot lighting for
History Center and neighborhood safety.

+ Beautification projects like extension of

our native pollinator gardens, outside

gathering space with new commemorative
brick patio, bike racks, public art and
monument sign on Warren Street.

The Parking Lot and Exterior
Im provements project is budgeted at
$360,000. Thanks to generous History
Heroes over the past three years, and
careful stewardship of those donor dollars,
we need to raise just $200,000 to be able
to start the project in April 2024.

Since November 1, 2023, History
Heroes have contributed close to $55,000
in the race to $200,000! (THANK YOU))
There’s still time for your contribution to
make a difference today.

We need BOLD HISTORY HEROES
like YOU! Take a BOLD STEP today for
future generations! For questions about
the overall project or how to get a free
brick, please contact Jessica Potter.

4 EASY WAYS TO GIVE

@ Mail a Check to BECHS, 424 Warren St.,
Mankato, MN 56001

Donate Online at
www.BlueEarthCountyHistory.com/DONATE

By Phone. Call 507.345.5566 to make a gift
via credit card or to pledge a gift.

Buy a Memorial Brick at www.BricksRUs/
DonorSite/BECHS

BOLD STEP: EXTERIOR IMPROVEMENTS 2024

ALLEY

-
o

PARKING (59 STALLS i "’ ’3'3 r

Exls‘nme STAIF!S
o )
’
“ A -

o ——— - n

IR PROPOSED LIGHT POLE §

vvvv

WARREN STREET

« W LG A FIFTH STREET

SAMPLE SIGN
HERITAGE

BRICK PAVER PATIO PROPOSED BIKE RACK

.,4 v 3\74 M5 n

COMMEMORATIVE BRICK PROGRAM

You are invited to be part
of history in the making. In
fact, you can memorialize
your family name,
organization or business in
Blue Earth County history
while supporting the
Society’'s important mission to preserve, protect and share
our local history with our new commemorative brick
program. The commemorative bricks will be placed in the
new patio/outdoor gathering space at the History Center.
Funds raised will support the Parking Lot project and future
capital improvement projects.

Choose from two brick sizes (4x8” and 8x8"), each
includes your personal inscription. Customize and Order
your Brick at www.BricksRUs.com/DonorSite/BECHS or
contact us at the History Center.
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KIDS CORNER: PICTURING THE PAST

Just like today, people from the past took pictures to remember fun times and special people. Today,
we use those photographs to learn about life from long ago. Have you ever seen a photograph of your
parents or grandparents when they were kids? Here are some pictures of kids from long ago!

g -

Top: Jones Family children riding a A B
sled, Christmas 1909, i .‘ :
Right: Omar Collis and Windslow _"' ! ‘)
Granlund, Garden City, around 1930. P :

21

Bottom: Four unidentified girls on a v
goat-drawn cart, 1913,

7T =N

BECOME A PHOTOGRAPH DETECTIVE

Photographs tell us a lot about the past. Look closely at the
photo on the front cover and answer the questions below.
Discover how much you can learn from just one photo!

1. Describe what you see in the photo

2. What season is it? How do you know?

3. What is this family’s pet? How can you tell it's a pet?

4, What are two ofthe girlsareholding 7

Answers s|jog '+ Be1e yum Jejoo Bop ‘Bog g

MOUS § alsUl—I8UIM "2 "018 ‘S1B0D ‘siel ‘'s100q ‘mous ‘slIB g ‘esnoH (|
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Did You Know?

When cameras were first
invented, they were expensive
and hard to operate. In the 1880s,
cameras were becoming more
popular, less
expensive and
easier to use. In
1900, a camera
called the
Brownie was
made for kids.
These cameras weren't digital like
today’'s cameras. They used film.
That meant you couldn’t see your
pictures right away. After you took
all your photos, you then took the
film to a special photo shop to
have the photos printed. This was
the first time you saw the image!

NOW IT'S YOUR TURN!

With your camera, or the help of
an adult, take pictures of these
10 things. Then have the pictures
printed and make them into your
own picture book. Include the
date and then next year, you can
take new pictures and see how
things have changed!

My home

My family

My friends

My favorite toy or book

My favorite food

Something or someone | love
Something that is my favorite
color

8. My favorite place to visit

9. My school

10. Me

Nookon=



CALENDAR OF EVENTS
February — April 2024

FEBRUARY
National Black History Month

10 Family Day at the History Center, Hands-on History fun for the
whole family with Free Museum Admission and special hands-on
Valentine's Day activities.

17  History Program: Blue Earth County’s Main Street - Mankato,
1 p.m. Discover the history of Mankato’s Front Street.

20  Author Series: Jason Lee Willis, Tall Tales of Le Sueur, 6 p.m.
$ (see page 4)

MARCH
National Women’s History Month

1 Exhibit Opening: Kid's Stuff: Great Toys from Qur Childhood
Take a step back to your own childhood and relive the nostalgia of
the past through this new great exhibit.

2 BECHS Annual Member’'s Meeting, 1 p.m. Please RSVP to
Museum@BlueEarthCountyHistory.com by 2.28.

g Family Day at the History Center, Hands-on History fun for the
whole family with Free Museum Admission and special hands-on
St. Patrick’s Day activities.

16  History Program: Blue Earth Gounty’s Main Street - Mapleton,
1 p.m. Discover the history of Maplston’s main strest.

30 Author Series: Rachael Hanel, Not the Camilla We Knew,
1 p.m. $ (see page 4)

APRIL

13  Family Day at the History Center, Hands-on History fun for the
whole family with Free Museum Admission and special hands-on
Spring activities.

20  Author Series: Julie Jo Larson,100 Things to Do in Minnesota
Before You Die, 1 p.m. $ (see page 4)

23 - National Volunteer Appreciation Week; watch for fun ways
27 BECHS honors our volunteers!

All programs will be held at the History Center and are free and
open to the public unfess otherwise noted. $ = fee charged

For more information, to register or purchase tickets,
visit BlueEarthCountyHistory.com
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BLUE EARTH ))HISTORICAL
COUNTY ( SOCIETY

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Nikolas Proehl, Chair
Dan Tomhave, Vice Chair
Jennifer Echevarria, Treasurer
Kirby Hurd, Secretary
Jo Guck Bailey
Brad Bindig
Mary Ann Brenden
Joe Farnham
Katherine Hughes
Lillian Lamoreux
Kelly McBride
Kristi Maruska
Patricia Nienow
Eric Oleson
Madysen Pearson

BECHS STAFF
New Email Addresses

Jessica Potter
Executive Director
Jessica@
BlueEarthCountyHistory.com

Heather Harren
Communications and Events
Manager
Heather@
BlueEarthCountyHistory.com

Shelley Harrison
Collections Manager
Shelley@
BlueEarthCountyHistory.com

Bri Krumwiede
Archivist
Bri@
BlueEarthCountyHistory.com

History Center
507.345.5566



BLUE EARTH ) HISTORICAL
COUNTY {_ SOCIETY

424 WARREN STREET
MANKATO, MN 56001

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

PI.AN YOUR VISIT

| HISTORY CENTER: MUSEUM, RESEARCH

CENTER, GIFT SHOP & ART GALLERY
424 Warren Street, Mankato
507-345-5566
Tuesday-Friday 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

R.D. HUBBARD HOUSE

606 S. Broad Street, Mankato
507-345-4154

Closed until May 24, 2024

ADMISSION o

$10 Adults $8 Seniors (65+) ...o

$5 Children 5-17 . Mum IMS for ALL
BECHS Members and

Children under 5 FREE

VISIT US ONLINE
www.BlueEarthCountyHistory.com

floNoNnX
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Membership
Expiration Date

SPECIAL EXHIBITS

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Mankato MN
56001
Permit No. 86

Greetings from
Blue Earth
County’s Main
Streets

Liz

by Josh Guth
A Photography
Exhibit

A Passing:

The Vanishing
Family Farm

By Randy Wood
A Photography
Exhibit



