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Minnesota's Oldest County Fair - August 10-13 R

The 1995 Blue Earth County Fair marks
the 136th Anniversary of the County Fair,
The Blue Earth County Agricultural
Association held Minnesota's first county
fair on October 7, 1859 at the Minneopa
House (now Minneopa State Park in South
Bend Township). The fair was billed a huge
success.

The second fair was held on October 2-3,
1860 in Garden City. From as early as 1857,
commitees were working on locating a
permanent site for the fair. The two main
sites under consideration were Garden City
and Mankato. On April 14, 1866 the fair
board decided that for reasons of
convenience and economics the permanent
location for the fair would be in Garden City.

The Garden City Fairgrounds was
described as "one of the most picturesque
natural surroundings in this part of the
state." A reporter from the Mankato Review
wrote of the fairgrounds in 1905, "Nestling

deep in the hills that surround Garden City,

with the placid waters of the Watonwan
River coursing on three of its sides, its banks

by: Julie Schrader

towering high above the peaceful littlevalley,
is located a tract of land comprising of some
fifty acres more or less, that has had much to
do with the making of history of this county.

Photo above:

Photo at Left

L to R: Mr. Hemmingway
and Mr. George Norman
at the Blue Earth County
Fairgrounds. Photograph

undated.

(Photo from Blue Earth County
Historical Society)

It is here that for the past forty-three years
the Blue Earth County Agricultural Society
has held its fairs. The location is one of the
most beautiful spots in a county noted for its

Diploma of the Blue Earth County Agricultural Association. This form
awardwas published forthe Blue Earth County Agricultural Association,
circa 1868. The tinted lithograph, measuring 20 by 24 inches, was

presented to the winners of each catagory.
(Photo from Blue Earth County Historical Soclety)




attractive landscape.”

The fair promised exhibits of livestock,
fruits and vegetables, needlework and
culinary arts, as*'well as music, contests,

grandstand shows and food. And in 1995 thie
promise is the same - Good food, good times,
fine exhibits and a chance to
friends. Come to the fair!

visit with

Above: Biue Earth-County Fair horse show, 1910 o

(Photo froiti. Blue Eaﬁh Coun(y Historical Society)

Below. The falrofthe Blue Earth County Agricuitural Society was notthe only fairtobe held -

.in Blue Earth County. Other fairs were held occasionally; Pleasant Mound and Shelby
“Townghips participated In the Blue Earth Valley Stock Association fairs. The Southern’

Minnesota’Livestock and Fair Association held fairs for a number of years as dnd thel
Mankato Fair Association.

The Mankato Fair was first held in 1873 north of Brooks Street and had a number of
buildings including a grandstand. In 1884 the fair was held at Sibley Mound (now Slbley
Park). By 1905 property was purchased in the area of First Avenue and Chestnut Streét i

Alargely within the property of Continental Can Co., now crown Cork & Seal Co.):A race

track was buitt mrough subscriptions from Mankato merchants and citizens. Over the
yearsthe Manksato Falrwas relatively successful, but duringthe 1930's thefair association

was faced with financial drﬂ“cumes and the property was deeded to the city. Photo from Biue
Earth County Historical boc&e(y)_
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Summertime also meant the
coming ofthe circus, whichwas
awaited with much anticipation
by young and old alike. History
records that circuses made
stops at Mankato as early as

the 1860's

In 1872, Al Ringling came to
Mankato with help from his uncle,

Nicholas Juliar of St. Clair.
Ringling, who came from
Baraboo, isconsin,
found wor aharness
maker at the William B.
Walker Harness and
Saddlery Co. on South
Front Streetin Mankato.
He was also a member

of the Chambers
Brothers Musical
Company, which

performed ‘at the
Harmonia Hall next to
Wa!kers Harness Shop.
After the Chambers
Brothers disbanded,
Ringling, Frank L. Long,
George Zenopolski,
Mr. Hall and others
began a six-man circus.
William Walker recalled
theirfirst performancein
a newspaper interview.
"After working for me for
some time, he and
several others organized
asmall circus. The boys
bought a tent and
erecting the same
between my shop and
the Barrett Hotel on the
corner of Second and
Cherry Streets, gave
their first performance.

The Circus Comes To Toﬁ

by: Julie Schrader
There were but six men in the
entire show then."

The showwas giventhe name
of Hall and Ringling Palace
Shows. Performances consisted
of tumbling, horizontal bar and
trapeze acts, balancing and
other stunts. There were no
horses or animals. The tent was

to Mankatothen ither. The't
was not a 'big top In fac
wasn't even round._ Iﬁtwas’ob

MANKATO, MONDAY,
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Also comingto Mankato was Buffalo Bill'swWild West
show. An article in the Mankato Review, dated Augu
reports cowboys and wild bucking bronchos; pamte
boomerang throwers, trained horses, musical eleph

bagpipe players, and the original Buffalo Bill.
(Photo from Mankato Review, August 12, 1808)

-Hall, -

-enlisted - the he
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RIGHT:Minne (water) inne (falling)
nopé fiwice)-was the name given
to g “stream and the two

RRPECTR

LS

pictuiesgue waterfalls, found two -

orthiréa'miles above its méuth, by
theSioux indians. A bill passed in
1905;made the area a public State
ParksThe areahad beenknownfor
tts natura) beauty and was a popular
place for picinics and gaiherings
at the turn of the century, just as it
is tﬂgﬁy : o P

(Photo from The Hérftaée of Blue,

Earth County, 1990)
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LEFT: Miller Ice Cothpany
located on the coitier of:
Owatonna and Hubbell ”lj
Avenue in West Mankato,
with posters advertising the -
‘World's Greatest Show on
Earth,* the Ringling Bros.
Circus, 1899. Lto R: Bill Miller
and Harry Miller.

{Photo from The Heritage of
Blue Earth County, 1990)
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LEFT: Point Pleasant on
Madison Lake was a
popular summer resort.
Jesse M. and Lucetta
Barclay purchased the site
in1880. They built a hotel
and erected cottages. A
1916 brochure described
the hotel as, “a place to
rest, surrounded by a dozen
cottages, tennis courts,
croquet grounds and
bathing pavilion."

(photo from the The
Heritage of Blue Earth

County, 1990)
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RIGHT:. Camping onthe shores
of Jackson Lake, ca. 1908.
Jackson Lake was described
as a beautiful lake, rather
shallow, but large. There was
fair fishing and excellent duck
hunting there, and sportsmen
came from far and near to enjoy
its recreations. In 1914-1915,
after some controversy, the lake
was drained.

(Photo from The Heritage of
Blue Earth County, 1990)

RIGHT: Approximately two weeks
priorto show day, the advance crew
of the circus arranged for publication
of advertisements. The most
important tool used by the advertising
crew was the lithograph or poster.
Posters were placed on sheds, bams,
buildings, walls and fences. The
Mankato Candy Kitchen (219 South
Front Street) is shown with posters
for the Ringling Bros. Circus, July
18, 1899. L to R: Clifton House Hotel,
barber shop, C.H. Jones Cigar Shop
and the Candy Kitchen.

(Photo from_The Heritage of Blue
Earth County, 1990)

' Fluté Corps was for manyyears:apathabis,

" vommunrty galas: . Blue . Earth; Ooumy‘s‘
‘fair at Garden Gity employed them eVer:"

~.every celebration in the area..Organized; -
|n 76 i in Sterllng Cemer George Corzfad, ol

ises, F ourth ofJuty‘celebratuons aﬂde

year for 40 years. For several. yearstivey:
were also featured-at theMinnesota States.;
Falr’ ) ! et {3 EShe ;H,J"%ﬁi is
oto from The Heritage of Blue Earthj =
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Pl ek Ak . i o o Progress report onvthe
‘ INGHNG BROS """ Hubbard House
ST SHOWS. by: Mary Dooley i
After months and months  been papered wath
of tearing down, reinforcing,  reproductions of patterns

and repairing of the basic

structure of "Our Old House"
- all the really dirty jobs - the

finished product is becoming
. mere.and more obyious.
) *Most ot .the... ceulmgs
al: ~th;oughouj; the house have
_been., - ‘replaced. The
- ;woodwork -also .has. -been
palnstaklngly cleaned and

)
HERR SOUDER'S WONDERFUL FUNNY[EHEPHANT] BRASS “aanof <

-répaired or refinished. Also,

BIG NEW 2 PARADE30 SESTIONS i |

ONE o<, TICKET ADNITS TO EVERYTHING. | SCIAL PXCURSIONS o2k RAILROADS.

a special UV film has been
applied on the windows to

G par, yoea 30168

wwmut«sﬂ-‘wom 5' mdurﬂ. ooouww(w:p}:um.

THE ACKNOWLEDGED GREATEST SHOWON EARTH.

protect the interior of the

xxxxxxxxx

house from ultraviolet
. deterioration.

. 300 mouih Troat S

‘Where:servants lived and
'wé’t?k'éai,‘""’ ‘walits” have been
painted, although additional
faux-gramlng onthe woodwork

Mankitto to earn's ’sufﬁcrent*fﬂ g r t'"fﬁ needs toie tione.

to statt o TP THaY - & e o ik ¢ In the family living
In 1882, Al Ringling W& jeinieq . quarters the lioraiy has its

by hid six brothers in Baraboo, ongmal wall-covering and the

Wiscdnsin where thiey decided’- rcemng has been rgstored toits
?k . > original splendor by repainting

Mankato Review, July 11, 1839
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Circus: = =~ 7
Continaed from p 3 .
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to woik together towarctcreahn

a big jer traveling csrCUSJIn S{ggz;w\ »the pattern that reflects the
the first official show “6F tHe ™' deoign of the rug.ne

Ringling Brothers Circus was in The dﬁ’ﬁhg room

Baratjoo. The show continued rwagoovenng had 16 be removed

to inctease in‘size dnd by f892*‘ ﬁéeg:ause of structuratproblems
= in the ceiling and w&d'so fragile

it had!31 railroad cars; dcrobated:
it could not be replaced . A

trick lridersiand clowns,. a’
fabric with almost exactly the

enagene of elephants, camels,
hippas, lions, tigers.and bears, same pattern (but unfaded) was

Parades precz.
of the Ringling Brothers Circus 658 pliments the Tiffany lamp
for m}ny years. Over the years, S sha_de over the table.

all showmg’%;__ a;ava!lable in stock, so now it

appropriate to the period. Silk,
screened paper was ordered _

from Bradbury and Bradbury

near San Francisco. Perhapq‘;

you saw how it was prepar
for

The program was rec;enﬂy re
on KSMQ-TV on cab!»Q‘ﬁ 3

the Victorian,” hbus
restoration on "This Qid }-louse“.f

The hallways now have

"lincrusta" on the walls:=:a very
heavy three dimensional material
that is finished with a glaze.

The tile in the second
floor bathroom has been
repaired but the room in general
was left as it was. This will
contrast with the first floor bath
which will eventually be ;ostored
to its 1905 decor,’ with Wwood
wainscotting and a cop e‘rtﬁfb
also enclosed witht
paneling. The room is funétionial
now and will be handlcap
accessible. b3

What is not done is the
parlor. There have been many
delays in getting the silk fabric
forthe walls; itis aspecial order.
The latest information is that it
should arrive in September. In
thatroom, however, was one of
the nice surprises. When the
ceiling was removed the original
painting of the patterned ceiling
was revealed and could be
copied. Now both the parlor
and the library will have patterns

aag
3

o

the Ringling Brothers Circus All the farrguly bedrooms that reflect the rugs on the floors. .
retumiedio. Mankato meny times. antl Mr. Hubbard's office have |
Page 6.1 - i Blue Earth County Histx‘)l»'ia'n*



restoratlon duty! Join the corps of people who get a sneak preview ofthe beautlful Hubhafd chse T :

interior restoration work that has been accomplished since the closing two years ago. Uncfl N
BECHS needs a cadre of dedicated furniture cleaners, polishers, sewers, chazr-spnng tae-=ers»~ ~ w}f"*
upholsters, light-fixture installers, tinkers of all common around the house skills: and sundry““
expertise to lay seige upon the remaining many, though small, tasks needing attentimn Ali tours

of duty will be short-hved hours or days instead of years. Suffer your dutylatOlJr in the comfert of

atmosphere of the Hubbard House. Uncle BECHS would like to reopen the Hubbard Houqe doors Rt 1

TOA 23A0i1s |

yet this' 'year, to welcome in the awed and huddled rifassés: Tactical plans call f@r Q”‘eratucn Kate
& Ester to begun August 1st. Sign up nowl ‘Choose~ ybu rank (erahsted volunteer, Se

it it e A T 5 L

. ’Cemtdct: Cheif Warrant Officer Harley Goff |
-1 1z Gadre Recruitment e
Hubbard House Restoration Committee ~ =~ '
Phone: 345-7166, Day or Night after July 31st el

A (6 rings by day or 4 rings by night)

§

Contact: Lt. General Betsy Winn " :
Commander & Cheif of the Boarcffeﬁﬂnrectors =
Member of every cormmiites . 5y oo o
Phone: 388-7451, Evenings & wegkends, pnor to July 313t

]

Membershap - || Heritage Center * [
PR WA | 5 LD ‘:
News . 415 Cherry St, Mankafos il o

e (5079‘345@-55@6 OrIFIA SEET
Thank you to the Hew and Mg Al e <z B
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o
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Right: Women's Tennis Club, ca.
1925

(Photo from Blue Earth County
Historical Soclety)

Left: The "Baltics’, a Mankato baseball
teamin 1899. Lto R:

Front Row: Bifly Mead, pitcher; Harry
Roberts, catcher.

Middle Row: George Peayer, Bill Scellbau,
Manager Charley Griebel, Charles Roos
and Chuck Wood

Back Row: John Dackins, George Krost,
George Roos and Albert Roos

(Photo from Blue Earth County Historical
Society)

Published bimonthly by the Blue Earth County Historical
Soclety. Deslign and tayout by Kristina Jackson
©1885 Blue Earth County Historical Society




