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Glenn Allyn, Turn of the Century Mankato Car Dealer

Jeffrey Braun

Helen, Glenn and daughter Bonnie pose in an automobile display at a fair (probably the
Blue Earth County Fair) circa 1913. GlennAllyn opened thefirst Mankato Ford dealership
in 1909. It was located on Second Street. He added a Stoddard-Dayton dealership in
1911. Helen, Glenn's wife, helped with the business and taught women to drive.

(Blue Earth County Historical Society Collection)

In less than 100 years, automo-
biles have gone from frail, unreli-
able and whimsical pieces of
machinery to an indispensable
means of transportation for most
people in the United States.

Various residents of Mankato
made their own contributions to
automobile technology during the
pioneering days of the automo-
bile industry in America.

Cars built in Mankato such as
the Mayer Special--with it’s V-8
engine and independent coil
spring suspension--as well as the
four-wheel-drive Kato cars and
trucks were some of the first
vehicles in the United States with
such features.

The automobile industry needs
a complicated infrastructure in
order to support itself. Fuel and
service stations, manufacturer’s
dealerships and parts distribu-
tors immediately come to mind.

Glenn Allyn was one of the
more colorful Mankato car deal-
ers in the early part of this cen-
tury.

Allyn first began coming to
Mankato around 1894 or 95 as a
young boy, tagging along with his
father on business trips to the
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Second floor restoration of the Hubbard
houseis underway. Watch future issues of
Blue Earth County Historian for updates
on its progress.
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From the Desk of BECHS Director

Linda Henry

Hello Everyone,

It’s hard to believe this is the last Blue Earth
County Historian for 1993. How time flies! It
was a great year for the society even though
attendance was down this year. I'm sure one
reason for low attendance was the severe flood-
ing in the early part of the tourist season.

Many programs were successful this year
including the annual Heritage Dinner and
Ghosts From the Past. The 1993 Heritage
Dinner in April (honoring the Palmer Family of
St. Clair, Minn.) was our largest ever with 223
guests attending, and more than 400 people
made the trek to Williams Nature Center for
Ghosts From the Past.

I would like to thank the following Ghosts
From the Past volunteers for their superb
acting: Eleanor and John Wittrock, Betty
Cords, John Christenson, Mike Lagerquist,
Bob and Heidi Ihrig, Mara Kalvig and Sara
Tacheny!

A small number of bus trips, including one to
tour the Minnesota Historical Society, were also

The society has received three major grants
since the beginning of the year. The William and
Mary Schultz Foundation donated $5,000. A
$7,000advertising grant from the Lowell Andreas
Foundation has helped pay for advertising the
society’s events throughout the year and finally, a
$2,000 donation from the Archer Daniels Mid-
land Corporation was received.

Tam gratefull for the generosity of these coro-
porations. Money from these donations has been
used for many things at the society including:
activities, operating expenses and a new copy
machine.

Membership has continued to be strong in
1993 and I hope to make 1994 even better.

One of the significant changes in 1993 was the
new newsletter. Unfortunately, Jeff Braun, our
editor, will be leaving us soon. Jeff has done a
superb job and will surely be missed.

Our thanks to the many members and volun-
teers who have helped make 1993 a successful
year for the society.

popular.

Happy Holidays!

I'm sitting in the office of the historical
society, looking outthe window and wonder-
ing just what to write. This is probably my
last newsletter and I feel as though I should
write something about my time here.

Outside the sky is clear and it’s a nice fall
day. Some college students are playing with
adog behind their house. Only a few months
ago, I was a student like them, trying to find
ways to avoid homework.

It’s a warm September afternoon, but I
know it won’t be long until everything is
buried with snow.

‘When I started here in January, I never
really told you much about myself so I'll just
tell you a little bit before I go.

I'm 28 and grew up in Richfield, Minn.
After starting out at the University of Minne-
sota in civil engineering, I decided to take
some time off from school to work.

I got a job as a customer service agent at
Mesaba Airlines (Northwest Airlink) in the
Twin Cities. Istill work there.

In 1990, I decided to transfer my credits

to Mankato State and after three years,
graduated in June, with a B.S. in Mass Com-
munication. I also minored in history and
business administration.

I played tuba and baritone in the MSU
Wind Ensemble and also played tuba in the
UofM Marching Band while I was in school
there.

Ienjoy history and worked for more than
13 years with my father, volunteering at a
Twin Cities railroad musem. Many of the
things I did there included restoring vintage
railway equipment -and working on train
operating crews. I had the experience of
hand firing a steam locomotive on mainline
passenger train excursions for more than five
years.

(You probably figured I had at least a
slight interest in railroads from my short
stories.)

I hope to write a book sometime on
Mankato railways but you know how those
projects go (or don’t go).

My year here at the historical society has

been a great experience and has gone by way
too fast. It seems like yesterday that I started
my internship, but January is long gone and
another one is just around the corner.

I enjoy working with all the people I've
met here. P'm really glad Linda asked me to
stay on after my internship was over in
March. Everyone here is super and I'd love
to stay but I can’t. I've been driving down
from the Twin Cities a couple days a week
since school ended, but after November my
work schedule won’t allow me to do that. T'll
miss working here and am glad for the short
time I spent here.

I know people are averse to change. I
hope you've enjoyed the ways I've tried to
change the Blue Earth County Historian and
that they weren’t too drastic.

Thank you for the great opportuntiy to
work here, its been enjoyable and educa-
tional. I don’t like good-bye because it
sounds too final, so take care everyone, its
been great!

Jeffrey Braun - Editor
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Continued from page 1

“Hub of Southern Minnesota,”
as Allyn called it.

Allyn moved to Mankato in
1903 to attend Mankato Com-
mercial College and roomed at
the YMCA. Allyn and several
other school friends loved to
wreak havoc on the town of
Mankato, including firing off the
old Civil War canon in Lincoln
Park one Fourth of July. The
concussion broke most of the
windows in town, according to
Allyn.

Allyn’s wild driving
stunts moved the
mayor to appoint a city
traffic officer.

The “reign of
terror” brought
on by Allyn and
his friends in-
creased with their
discovery ofauto-
mobiles. It gotto
the point that
Mayor A. Mayer
appointed E.
Watters as a traf-
fic officer to try
and control the
young men, but he
could hardly be
effective in en-
forcing the city’s

Regardless of Watters
lack of a motor vehicle,
Allyn and his friends were
frequently arrested for

speeding. By Allyn’s own

account he was “considered
a menace to the life and
limb of everyone.” The
Minneapolis Tribune ran
an article about Allyn which
said he had been arrested
36 times for speeding. “I
hadlost count,” Allyn said.

Allyn was notorious

“enough for Free Press edi-

tor Joe Reynolds to call for
sending Allyn “up on the
hill” for 30 days while Henry
Hance of the streetcar
company complained that
Allyn was “giving his street-
car motormen nervous

Glenn and Helen on a Ford Model T chassis outside Allyn's de;
lab is peeking its nose over the dash board. It's hard to teli if t
uncomfortable. Ford offered plain chassis for commercial use

for, possibly promotion of Ally

prostration.”

By 1909,
Allyn  was
readyto settle
downa bitbut
not ready to
give up his
interest in cars
and speed. He
obtained a
Ford dealer-
ship on Sec-
ond Street for
Mankato and
the surround-
ing area and

speed limit of 15
miles-per-hour
while on foot.

Glenn Allyn built several race cars and often drove them himself. At this time, crashes in joined the
racing were frequent and oftenfatal. Allyn has just crashed one of his cars duringa race growing num-
atafair near Mankato, circa 1913. Judging from his expression, the car gotthe worst end

of the deal, suffering bent headlights and a blown engine. (BECHS Collectiony =~ ber of car
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ership on Second Street. The everpresent family black
are’s a bench over that gas tank but Glenn looks rather
ut it’s hard to tell what this well worn example was used

's dealership. (BECHS Collection)
dealers in town.

Clarence Saulpaugh already
had a Buick dealership in the
lobby of his hotel. Alba Lewis
sold REOs in the J. A. Lewis and
Son hardware store. Gomer Jones
and Guy Hopkins sold a few token
Maxwells and Ramblers. Besides
these early Mankato car dealers,
Ernest Rosenberger was busy
building four-wheel-drive Kato
trucks.

Henry Ford thought
the four-door design
would just be a fad.

In 1910, several manufactur-
ers announced four-door models
for the 1911 model year. Ford
thought four-door models would
prove tobe afad and chose not to
offer one in his 1911 line up.

Allyn acquired a Stoddard-
Dayton dealership in the spring
of 1911. When the new four-
door model arrived, he had car-
riage builders Williams and
Beach, and painter Harry Nichols
come and have a look at the new

of the model’s popularity.

Ford had underestimated the
popularity of a four-door model
and dealers pressed Ford to in-
troduce one. Apparently some-
time in 1911 or early 1912, Dan
Murphy of Blue Earth went to
Detroit. Allyn recalled hearing
that Murphy “literally raised the
roof at the Ford plant.” Ford an-
nounced a four-door model soon
thereafter.

Still feeling a need for speed,

Another one of Allyn's home-built race cars circa 1917. He was obviously a serious racer
judging by the car's design. It's hard totelithe make ofthe chassis but Allyn's body design
Isn't much different than cars that were being raced at Indianapolis and other larger race
tracks around the country. His cars oftenraced at the Twin City Speedway. (Minneapolis/

St. Paul International Airport site?)

car. Allyn’s intention was for the
three to make after-market doors
to retro-fit his two-door Fords.

Allyn considered the three men
master craftsmen. Theydid such
agood job of fitting the doors and
matching the paint he kept them
busy most of the year converting
two-door Fords to four-door mod-
els.

Although Allyn said Mankato
was the only place in the world
one couldget a four-door Ford at
that time, it’s likely other dealers
made similar conversions in light

(BEGHS Collection)

Allyn began trying to promote
speed contests. The Clements
brothers (Warner, Wilbur,
Braden and Cyril) were the only
ones besides Allyn who were, as
he said, “afflicted with ‘lead’ feet.”

The brothers obtained a Model
17 Buick and had it “worked over”
by Pin Jones, Irve Hammett and
Kenneth Hoerr. Allyn said he
remembered it to be similar to
the “Marquette Buick,” a racing
car made famous by Louis Chev-
rolet, “Wild” Bob Burnham and
Louis Strang.
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Lawrence and Christine Cummins driving their new car in Mankato, sometime after the
turn ofthe century. | wonder how long her white dress will stay clean onthose dirt roads?
It doesn't say what type of car it is but | would guess a Ford circa 1903-1905. Maybe a

reader knows its type.

Wilbur not only lost
control of the Buick,
he lost an eye.

The Clements’ car was really
too fast for the half-mile dirt track
at the Mankato fairgrounds but
Wilbur was sure he could keep it
on the track. He lost control and
crashed through a fence and down
an embankment. He climbed out
of the car, scratched and bruised,
covering one eye crying, “I lost
my eye!”

A crowd of people gathered to
see if Clements was alright or if
they could help. All he could say
was, “I wish some of you would
look for my eye; it cost me $125!”
It turned out he lost his glass eye
inthe accident, itwaslater found.

Glenn Allyn fielded several race
cars, including some that were

(BECHS Collection)

raced at the Twin City Speedway,
buthe didn’thave a corner onthe
Mankatoracing market. Besides
himself and the Clements broth-
ers, Helen Allyn (Glenn’s wife)
expressed an interest in car rac-
ing.

Helen suggested a “ladies race”
butseemed tobe the onlywoman
in town at the time, interested in
competing.. It’s likely there were
other women in town that would
have liked to race against her,
but chose not to because it
wouldn’t have been considered
proper at the time. (Today there
are several top notch women race
car drivers.)

Glenn decided to go ahead with
the race anyway and hoped one
of his friends would volunteer to
dress as a woman for the event.
Eventually, George Schaus, one
of his four mechanics, volunteered
to drive against Helen.

Schaus dressed inalong white

dress and a big white auto bon-
net. He showed up at the fair-
grounds behind the wheel of a
well worn race car spewing smoke
and fire.

It might have worked
if Schaus’ dress would
have been secure.

During the race at the fair-
grounds, Schaus lost control of
the dress and as the wind took
charge, their little hoax was re-
vealed.

Helen also worked with Glenn
at his dealership and taught other
women how to drive. She took
her students to the Blue Earth
County Fairgrounds where they
could use the circular race track
to practice. '

Allyn was still quite the dare-
devil after going into the auto-
mobile business. According to
some reports, he once drove a
car up the steps of the opera
house in downtown Mankato!
The reports didn’t say why, but
the sight had to be unusual at the
very least. One wonders if it
helped sell many cars.

The Allyns and their friends
were definitely colorful people
and pioneers in Mankato’s bud-
ding automotive industry.

Information for From Daredevil
to Businessman was taken from
an “I Remember Mankato” ar-
ticle written by Glenn H. Allyn
for the May 22, 1952 Mankato
Free Press.
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- FALL FESTIVAL

The Fall Festival held Sunday,
Sept. 12 was a success. A large
crowd of people turned out for
the event at the Hubbard House.

Everyone enjoyed the doll and
toy tractor displays as well as Erwin
Suess’ accordian music and the
other activities of the festival.

The guests agreed they were
interested in making the Fall
Festival an annual event at the
Hubbard House.

Between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. the
Heritage Center will be host to a
variety of homemade crafts and
baked goods that are bound to
put you in the holiday spirit too!

And don’t forget to stop in for

lunch. Barbeque sandwiches,
chips and dessert will be on sale.
Call Linda Henry at 345-5566
ifyou're interested in selling some
ofyour craft goods or just want to
volunteer to help out.
Admission is free. Cost for
exhibitors is $15 per table.

- GHOSTS FROM THE PAST

- YOUNG HISTORIANS

More than 400 brave souls
ventured out to Williams Nature
Center Oct. 2 and 3, apparently
drawn there by stories of mysteri-
ous figures lurking in the shad-
ows at dusk.

Ghosts From the Pastisalways
a big event for Blue Earth County
Historical Society. 1993’s ghost
weekend was no exception.

The two day event generated
more than $2,300 in ticket sales.
BECHS’ expenses for the week-
end totaled $100.

- BAKE AND CRAFT SALE

It’s not too early to start think-
ing about the holiday season
ahead.

BECHS is getting in the holi-
day spirit with its Bake and Craft
sale Saturday, Nov. 6.

Young Historians will meet
between 2 and 4 p.m Nov. 20 at
the Heritage Center.

Children will have a chance to
make their own Christmas deco-
rations that will be displayed at
the Hubbard House Christmas
Open House Dec. 5.

- CHRISTMAS OPEN
HOUSE

Although Hubbard House will
be closed most of the winter for
restoration, it will be open one
special day in December.

Good food and Christmas car-
olers will mark BECHS’ Christ-
mas Open House Sunday, Dec.
S.

Between 1 and 5 p.m., the
Hubbard House will be open to
guests. There will be pictures

with Santa as well as strudel and
decorations for sale. It will also
beachancetoseethe restoration
progress. Don’t miss it!

- HUBBARD HOUSE
RESTORATION

Restoration of the Hubbard
House has finally begun after years
of planning and fundraising for
the project.

Volunteers began the slow task
of removing artifacts and wall
paper from the building’s second
floor in September.

Contractor bids for restoration
work arebeing accepted until the
Nov. 15 deadline.

Work will begin soon after se-
lection of the winning bid. ‘

The second floor will be re-
stored to its 1905 configuration.
Several walls that have been
removed since 1905 will be re-
placed using original blueprints.

Amajor partofthe restoration
will be structural repair to nearly .
all the ceiling and wall sections of
the second floor.

Changes have been made since
1905, and it will be interesting to
see the building’s transformation
back to that time period.

This is the second phase of
Hubbard House restoration. The
first phase began last year with
extensive work on the exterior as
well as landscaping.

November/December 1993
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Start your Holiday shopping now!

The Blue Earth County Historical Society has something for
everyone on your shopping list.

Stop by the gift shop at the Heritage Center or Hubbard House
and see the selection for yourself.

Members receive a 10 percent discount.

Gift Shop hours are:
Hubbard House - 1-4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday
Heritage Center - 1-4 p.m. Tuesday - Friday

Give a giftthat also supports the Blue Earth County Historical
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Society.
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