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BECHS NEWS

by Linda Henry, Executive Director

Inlooking back over 1992,
the Society has worked very hard
to get its financial house in order.
We are pleased to have met the
yearly repayment to all funds and
have also paid an old legal bill of
$2100.00. We wish to express our
sincere thanks to the membership

and community for your support

in accomplishing this task! Peter-
son & Companywill once againbe
doing the audit for the Society .

1993 has experienced a
wonderful beginning with a
$5000.00 donation from the Mary
S. Gray Charitable Trust. It has
beenrequested that this contribu-
tion be used to establish an en-
downment fund for the Blue Earth
County Historical Society, the
income from which is to be used
for general operating purposes.

As you have probably al-
ready noticed, your newsletter has
anewlook. Wenowhave anews-
letter committee which will be writ-
ing many wonderful and interest-
ing articles for future newsletters.
We are also pleased to have Jeff
Braun, an MSU intern, doing the
editing and layout of the newslet-
ter. Be sure to let us know how
you lilke the new newsletter for-
mat.

The Society will also be
changing from a monthly newslet-
ter to a bimonthly newsletter. We
felt thiswould be a more adequate
solution to cutting costs than the
alternative of raising membership
dues.

Membership News

Thank you to the new and renew-
ing members.
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Young Historians
February 6, 1993 .

The theme for February's Young
Historians program will be "Log
cabins and Lincoln," presented by
Bryce Stenzel of Mankato. Sten-
zel is an MSU graduate student
majoring in history.

The program will be held on
Saturday, Feb 6 from 2 - 4 p.m. in
the basement of the Hubbard
House.

Stenzel, portraying Lincoln, will
demonstrate the various building

techniques used in constructing a -

log cabin, using the Holberg cabin,

which was originally built in 1873, -

as a model.

Children will learn about the
various types of notching tech-
niques, as well as the reasons for
various other architectural fea-
tures.

In addition, the children will
learn what life was like for pio-
neers living in log cabins .

After the explanation has been
completed, the children willbe en-
couraged to try their own hand at
log cabin building by putting to-
gether one made of "Lincoln Logs."

Space is limited so please be
sure to make reservations by call-
ing 345-5566.

Refreshments will follow.




Fire Department--(BECHS Collection)

Mankato's "New"
Fire Department

--Jon Craig

The year is 1860 and
Mankato decides to organize its
first firefighting unit. The leading
men in the community band to-
gether in an effort to better pro-
tect their homes and property from
the ravaging effects levied byram-
paging fires. On April 6, the
Mankato Hook and Ladder Com-
pany No. 1, a volunteer fire com-
pany, is formed. The depart-
ment, in these early days, needed
all the manpower it could recruit
because every hand available could
be used to pump the old hand
pumps or join in the bucket bri-
gade. The department consisted
of 35 men who worked diligently
together whenever a fire broke
out. The volunteers learned as they
worked, sometimes fighting fires
for hours, sometimes for days. They
were equipped with only a hand
drawn truck containing ladders,
hooks, buckets and other miscel-

The fire company shs off their hand powered pump truck and equipment used by the Mankato

laneous items.

A fewyears later, a second
volunteer company was formed;
the Mankato Engine Company No.
1. They were a volunteer group
that consisted of approximately 15
men who were provided with a
hand drawn and hand operated
pumping engine. This was state-
of-the-art equipment for the time
and the envy of most fire depart-
ments in the state. The pump was
operated by means of levers and
large handles, which folded up
when not in use. A dozen or so
men were needed to pump the
handles to achieve effective re-
sults. This was before the days of
the water works so water was drawn
from cisterns that were placed stra-
tegically at certain intervals
throughout the town.

The hand drawn trucks and
other equipment for both compa-
nies were stored in a small build-
ing near the old City Hall at South
Front and Walnut Streets. A tower
capped the building in which a fire
bell was placed. Anyone discover-
ing a blaze would run to the tower

and ring the bell. Volunteer fire-
fighters would rush to the station,
learn the location of the fire and
when enough members had as-
sembled, would man the ropes and

& pullthe truck by hand to the blaze.

The first major stride in-
volving the improvement of fire-
fighting, occurred in 1879 when
the water works system was in-

B stalled. Mains and fire hydrants

were placed at principal locations
throughout the city. Pressure for
the hydrants was produced by a
pump located in the engine room
of the Hubbard Mill. By this time
the old hand truck was obsolete
and sold to another city. The last
time it was used was in 1880 where
a fire ran rampant through the
State Hospital in St. Peter. Doz-
ens of lives were lost in the in-
ferno.

On June 12, 1879, another
hose company formed. Excelsior
Hose Company No. 1 absorbed
Mankato Engine Company No. 1.
A few days later, a second hose
company evolved known as Supe-
rior Hose Company No. 2.

The two Hose Companies
soon became bitter rivals. Each
company expended great meas-
ures to beat each other to a fire
and be the first company to throw
water on it. The rivalry created
some hostile feelings between the
two companies and fighting among
the different members wasnot un-
common. Some of the hostility was
vented through contests and tour-
naments. They would enter tour-
naments with each other and with
other towns to compete for prizes
and purses, not to mention pride.

Town and city events were
not complete unless attended by
the volunteer firefighters. With
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their bright red flannel shirts and
patent leather caps and helmets,
they made any occasion a genuine
party. The Fireman’s Ball, an
annual affair, was the social event
of the season.

In following years the de-
partment added companies and
new stations throughout the city as
it grew. During this time the only
means of notifying the firemen of
a fire was by means of the bell,
located at City Hall.

In 1894 thecityinstalled an
automatic alarm system. Telegraph
boxes were distributed through-
out the city and an electronic de-
vice was installed to automatically
sound the bell at City Hall. The
telegraph box would tap out a code
to notify the firefighters where the
fire was.

The next year the city pur-
chased a horse drawn hook and
ladder for Hook and Ladder
Company No. 1. The other com-
panies quickly followed suit by pur-
chasing their own hose wagons and
horse drawn engines at about

$1,200 each.

The next notable advance
in fire fighting equipment was made
in 1914 when the department re-
ceived its first motorized vehicle.
It was a triple combination ma-
chine known as Engine No. 2. In
1916 the department purchased
another vehicle equipped for car-
rying chemicals. And in 1920, an
aerial ladder truckwas placed into
service. Uncontrollable fires were
beginning to capitulate to twenti-
eth century technology.

The first chiefs of the de-
partment worked without pay.
Later, they were paid nominal sums
annually, until finally, in 1919, the
chief was placed on a full time
salaried position.

You send your son running to City Hall to
ring the fire bell that will notify the firefighters.
You sit back in your back yard and watch the
flames swallow your home. After all, you know
it's going to be a while before anybody shows.

SOURCE: A History of Mankato Fire
Department: Ben Bangerter, date unknown

SOURCE: Mankato Free Press, April 5, 1960

Hours:

February 1993

Calendar of Events

Feb 6 Young Historians
2-4p.m., A
at Hubbard House

Feb 12 Lincoln's Birthday

Feb 13 Betsy - Tacy
Birthday Party
1-4p.m
at Hubbard House

Feb 14 Valentines's Day

Feb 22 President's Day
Offices Closed

Heritage Center

415 Cherry St., Mankato

Hours:

Exhibit Gallery 1-4p.m.

Tuesday - Sunday

Research Center 1-4p.m.
Tuesday - Friday

Hubbard House
606 S Broad St., Mankato

-4 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday only

Send Us Your Stories

The newsletter committiee
is looking for photos, stoies, or
anecdotes members may have
aboutthe Nov. 11, 1940 blizzard to
publish in a future article. Please
send in anything youwish to share.
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