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Tickets for Saturday are almost sold out and Sunday

tickets are selling quickly! I will have an update on the
profit etc.in next month's newsletter.

The Minnesota State Historical Society will be
having their Grand Opening and parade on Saturday,
October 17 . The parade starts at the State Capital at
10:00 a.m. and will end at the History Center at
approximately 11:30 am. The Blue Earth County
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Steamboats Frequent On Minnesota River From 1852 to 1868

Because of its vital importance to the
founders and pioneers of Mankato, a story
of the Minnesota River seems fitting to
relate, especially at this time of Mankato’s
140th anniversary.

The French explorers named the river
“St. Pierre” after a French general. Later
and up to 1854 the name was changed to
St. Peter. At the request of the state
legislature, congress rechristened the river
“Minnesota’ after a Sioux Indian, name
meaning sky-tinted water.

Many steamboats plied the river from
the years 1850 to 1868, up to the advent of
the Minnesota Valley Railway, now the
Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha
Railroad, which was completed to
Mankato, October 3, 1868. The first train
arriving October 8, carried passengers and
freight for Mankato and vicinity. The first
locomotive was named “Mankato.”

Two-hundred barrels of flour were
shipped from the Red Jacket Mills on the
return trip, October 12. Passenger fare to
St. Paul was $4.

The telegraph also came with the
railroad.

For about 16 years steamboats had
the monopolyof the river. Transportation
from St. Paulto the new settlementsalong
the river consisted mainly of steamboats
that carried the mail and frequently
included passengers.

The rapidly increasing traffic brought
dozens of steamboats into the river, some

were built especially for the Minnesota
River. Many were stern wheelers, others
were side wheelers. The larger boats often
carried 300 passengers beside freight.
The “Favorite” made trips from St.
Paul to Mankato in 19 hours, taking 12
hours to return to St. Paul. The boats
were of course limited to summer traffic
and at times were restricted by low water
of the river

The sonoruswhistles of the steamboats
on arrival could be heard in a three mile
radius. The entire populus on hearing the
whistle, turned out at the landing wharfon
the levee. From every shanty and wigwam
came the motely crew in all excitement
and flurry to meet the passengers, all
sharing a common feeling in the
environments of the strange new
settlement.

A natural levee extended from the rear
of present city hall to about Plum Street,

the upper bank or levee was then close to
Front Street. It has been said that one
could cast a stone across the river from
the Saulpaugh hotel corner at Front Street.
All the ground of the railroad yards has
been filled and piling was putin under the
foundation of the Saulpaugh.

The captains of the steamboats had
variousdifficulties especially at low stages
of the river. The boat “Laura” struck a

snag and sank at a point two miles below
Mankato, passengers were brought safely
to town. The cargo was saved and parts of
the boat were salvaged. For a number of
years afterword the skeleton of this boat
couldbeseen atlowwater, in the sand bar.
Other boats tangled with overhanging tree
branches.

Previous to the transportation of the
first settlers who came here to establish
permanent homes were the French
explorers, who arrived to explore the region

of the upper Mississippi River Valley.
Some were sponsored by France, others
by the United States government. LeHillier,
Nicollet, Fremont, Carver and others made
canoe trips up the Minnesota River as far
as Big Stone Lake, from there north on
the Red River of the North. All of these
adventurous explorers who have written
of their trips write with one accord: praising
the scenic and luxurious growth of trees
and wild fruits along the river at Mankato
and the Blue Earth River.

For the purpose of improving the
Minnesota River the U.S. government
engaged Captain Davisto survey the river
from Yellow Medicine to the mouth of
the Blue Earth River. The drop of the
river between the two points was found to
be 28 feet in the distance of 70 miles. The
Blue Earth River showed an average fall
of five feet for one mile.

The question might be asked how did
the water level of the steamboat times
compare with the average water level of
the river today?

Reports arenot on hand, butitcan
be safely assumed from records of
steamboat traffic, that there was more
water in the river during that year than
now. Some seasons like last spring caused
overflowing but other years there was
barely enough water for steamboating.

Source: Mankato Free Press Feb. 11,
1952.




